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HEEN

[xiang3 jia ]
(Homesick)

MR was commissioned and premiered by Nicole G. Li (erhu) and Corey Hamm (piano).

A few years prior to writing this piece I began looking at translations of Chinese poems
that were carved into the walls of the holding cells in the old Immigration building in
Victoria, B.C. The poems were written in the late 1800s and early 1900s by Chinese
immigrants who were incarcerated while awaiting decisions about their health and head-
tax status. Each of the poems expresses anger, frustration, or despair at the treatment or
conditions, and often mentions a desire to return to family or country. In Z82R the erhu
and piano, rather than representing the conflict of two cultures, join together and express
some of the emotions experienced by those anonymous travellers upon their entry into
Canada.
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